Arthur Storer Toastmasters

 Table Topics Master’s Role 

The impromptu portion of the meeting called “Table Topics” follows the prepared speeches, where Toastmasters answer unexpected questions for one to two minutes. The Table Topics Master’s aim is to ask questions of those members without assigned roles. Guests are never asked questions unless they request to participate. 

· Table Topics questions relate to the theme of the meeting. Check the duty roster for the theme or ask the Toastmaster.

· Explain the purpose of Table Topics to the audience as if they have never heard of it before. There may be guests in the audience that are not familiar with a Toastmasters meeting, particularly this portion of the meeting. Ask guests if they want to participate.      If yes, have them try to answer the last question. 

· Prior to the meeting review the agenda to avoid choosing Speakers or the Toastmaster for Table Topics. Choose a member that has a lesser role or no role at all. 

· Each presenter has 1-2 minutes to answer the questions. Ask for a timers report after the last presenter returns to their seat.  

· The number of questions given to members depends on time. If the meeting is running behind give three questions. If you are not sure ask the Toastmaster. The Toastmaster controls the meeting and strives to end the meeting at 11:30.  

· Be creative with your questions and have lots of fun. If you need help for ideas contact the Toastmaster prior to the meeting. 

· Bring your Competent Leadership Manual and have a club member evaluate your role as the Table Topics Master. Avoid choosing a speaker or the Toastmaster for the evaluation.

