Table Topics – 5/21/2007
1. Marty McFly from Back to the Future had the DeLorean (with the flux capacitor installed, of course). Bill & Ted from Bill & Ted’s Excellent Adventure had the phone booth. Hiro Nakamura from Heroes has his sword. The Doctor from Doctor Who has the TARDIS. What device would you use to travel through time, and how does it work?
2. In the movie Frequency, the son of a firefighter uses a radio and a strange aurora in the area to communicate with his father in the past and save him from an event which claims his life, but this in turn sets off a chain of events. You have a minute or two tops to tell your parents something they should be on the lookout for. What do you tell them?
3. The song “Cities of the Future” opens with the lyrics: “We’re going to run, run, run to the cities of the future / Take what we can, and bring it back home”. What three things would you like to bring back from the cities of the future?

4. In comics, video games, and other fictional works, there is a good selection of beings and items that can alter time in other ways besides traveling through it. Some people see the future (or the past), there are those that can stop time, and more. What power or powers would you most like to have for yourself, and how would you use it/them?
5. Some scientists believe time travel to the past is impossible. Some believe it’s not only possible, but it’s going on right now. The latter kind believe that going back in time to say, prevent the assassination of Lincoln would fail due to some consequence or another (if you tried to shoot Booth, the gun would jam, for example, or it will actually succeed – and create a paradox that leads to time travel not being used in this fashion, and thus, it never being ‘fixed’). What do you think? Are there time travelers among us?
6. In the opposite spirit of question #3, what (three) things would you take back from today to say, 1960?
7. There’s a popular quote: “They don’t make ‘em like they used to.” What (three) things from the past would you like to bring forward to the present?

8. (Easy) Many of us wish we had a time machine to go back and fix something that we did. What would you change and why?

9. (Hard!) What might be some of the unforeseen consequences of (question #7 answerer’s) changes to the time line?
10. As we know, space and time are related, and the theory of relativity makes it so the faster you go (unless faster than light), the more time doesn’t move for you. Would you be willing to travel to far off worlds to meet new life and explore new planets (and likely go down in history) if it meant you had to leave much of your family and friends behind?
