Table Topics – 10/08/2007
“Fauxcabulary”
1. (Medium) As mentioned in my intro, George Bush and fauxcabulary seem to go together like syrupin’ a stack of hotcakes. It doesn’t need to be said that Dubya doesn’t have the commandiest grasp of the English – or does he? Some pundits have noted that in public, he often has gaffifications and mistakes that don’t appear in more private talks. Does this make Dubya an evil mastermind, or is his speechifyin’ in public come from incompetent writers? What’s the real story?

2. (Medium) Truthiness. Wikiality. Megamerican. Stephen Colbert certainly has a huge amount of fauxcabulary attributed to him, some of which I’ve featured here before. You have been put ON NOTICE that the show needs advice on a new word to display. What will it be?

3. (Easy) Tell us about a word or phrases have you have personally invented that you use, whether intentionally or not.
4. (Medium) Dear internet, please explain to me why captioning pictures of cats with barely intelligible renditions of catchphrases such as “Invisible Bicycle” and “Where is my bucket” is funny. Love, Jeff.

5. (Medium) Sometimes we need…gentler words than what we’d like to use when we’re surprised, angry, upset, and so on. How could fauxcabulary help out here?

6. (Easy) What is your favorite fauxcabulary word and why?

7. (Hard?) Egon warned us not to cross the streams, citing “total protonic reversal”. They did though, and instead of our molecules exploding at the speed of light, all fauxcabulary was wiped out from existence. Tell us how your day would go, and what you’d miss.

8. (Hard?) Not all fauxcabulary is necessarily funny. Jargon can often sound like it, and one shining example is science fiction; namely Star Trek. Some Trekkies have suggested that Geordi La Forge, of The Next Generation, fixed everything by “reversing polarities”. My challenge to _________________ is to be the chief engineer on the USS Cy-Fair, telling us one of their war stories. Maybe it’s an exciting one about how they got the inertial dampeners EPS relays to cross-connect into the astrometrics deflector arrays.

